Activism in Goa to get boost

through community video

‘Camp This Week To Showcase Fast-Growing Social Media
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Baga: What happens when the
poorest one billion people in
the world have their own me-
dia industry? That’s the ques-
tion which drives Video Vol-
unteers, an organization that
stands on the notion that peo-
ple have the right to speak,
rather than to be spoken for.
During the last three years,
they have trained hundreds of
people in some of India’s most
rural districts to record and
broadcast their problems and
solutions. And as Gujarat, AP
and Rajasthan have seen, the
results are fantastic. _

The good news is, this fast-
growing movement is set to de-
but in Goa this week. In what'’s
being touted as the biggest
ga'ther;ng of its kind in the
country, 130 witnesses and pro-
ducers of community video
will converge at a resort in
Candolim to see the develop-
ments community video has
made in the country.

“This camp is our way of
showcasing this movement,”
says Stalin K, director of the
organization in India. Since
2006, the organization found-
ed by Jessica Mayberry in New
York, has made giant strides
in advancing this revolution.
“Every village in the world has
human rights wviolations.
Everybody has a cellphone. It’s
just a question of putting two
and two together to realizing

that we have a very powerful
tool of communication right
in our hands,” she says.

The concept of neigh-
bourhood watch or citizens on
patrol is not new. Communi-
ties have been uniting for
years to patrol their neigh-
bourhood at night against
crime. Now, imagine a sce-
nario when a community gets
together to fight social evil.
And instead of sticks, they
have video recorders.

It is this change that will be
on display in Candolim. The
camp will feature several per-
sons whose lives have been
changed by the community
video revolution. People who
were once rickshaw drivers,
vegetable vendors and dia-
mond polishers but are now
citizen journalists will come
together to train and share
skills like video blogging,
silent film creation and the
evolving art of digi-activism.

The camp will include work-
shops as well as panel discus-
sions featuring prominent ac-
tivists, academics and NGOs
from Goa and beyond.

And the organization is
looking to replicate in Goa the
successes they have tasted

around India. In many remote

villages around India, they

have set up community video

units, a unit in which eight
members of the community
are trained in the art of film-
making. They then regularly
produce movies which are
screened via widescreen pro-
jectors in surrounding vil-
lages, after which inhabitants
discuss and debate mutual
problems. The response has
been phenomenal. In fact, the
pace of the movement’s
growth can be seen from the
fact that NGOs have invested
more than $3,80,000 to support
the creation of more commu-
nity video units.

In Goa, too, the organiza-
tion aims to showcase the
plight of the tribals in the
eastern strip, which is largely
dominated by mining compa-

-nies, who are left out of the

spotlight. “Tribals are often
taken for a ride,” Stalin says,
while pointing out that the fact
compounding the already ex- .
isting problem of compara-
tively low literacy “Comiu-
nity video can help these peo-
ple-Because video transcends
literacy,” he adds.



